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The Woy Woy studio
apartments project will boost
the supply of urgently needed
affordable, social and disability
housing on the Central Coast.
Initiated by the State
Government and approved
by Council in 2014, the
project is being developed
by Pacific Link Housing and
Evolve Housing through their
Joint Venture – Evolve Pacific
Developments.

[Re]defining
affordable housing supply targeted for
key workers and low income earners

The development provides 31 selfcontained studio apartments – including
an onsite manager’s apartment with
8 adaptable and 3 accessible units
suitable for people with a disability.
Following completion, Pacific Link
Housing and Evolve Housing will
continue to manage the apartments
in the long term – including a live-in
manager on site.
Residents will also have daily access
to support services provided by Pacific
Link Housing and Evolve Housing plus
additional services from both their
established service partner networks.
The quality of these services was
recognised last year when Pacific Link
Housing was awarded the Customer
Service Award 2016 by the NSW
Federation of Housing Associations.

About the JV partners
Pacific Link Housing and Evolve Housing
are both experienced Tier 1 not-for-profit
community housing providers.
They have 60 years of community
housing management experience
between them and currently manage
more than 5,000 residential properties
across Sydney, the Central Coast
and the Hunter.
In 2016 they were jointly named
Community Housing Providers of
the Year by the NSW Federation of
Housing Associations.
Both have enacted zero-tolerance
policies towards all forms of anti-social
and/or criminal behaviours.

FAQ
Is this a boarding house?

Why is the project needed?

While the development is approved
under a planning regime labelled
New Generation Boarding Houses,
this development is in fact a brand
new self-contained studio apartment
project of the same quality as any
commercial project.

Independent research shows the
Central Coast has a significantly lower
percentage of affordable and social
housing than the average for all regions
in NSW. The lack of affordable housing
is especially apparent from our own
studies and those of others.

Far from being a boarding house this is
a modern, progressive, and important
project that redefines standards of
quality around the design, construction
and long-term management of
affordable housing for the future.

There is also evidence key workers on
the minimum wage are increasingly
unable to afford rising rental costs
across the Central Coast.

What does the project include?
The project will provide 30 fully selfcontained studio apartments for tenants
of which 8 are adaptable and 3 are
accessible units suitable for people with
a disability. It also includes:

Who will live in the apartments?

Evolve Housing and Pacific Link
Housing work to assist and empower
their tenants to:
• Overcome disadvantage

• People with disabilities

We believe that by helping individuals
build better lives, we help build better
communities for all.

• Aged pensioners
• Low income earners

• Small third-floor terrace

• People on benefits

• Indoor common area

• Key workers on the minimum wage.

• Off-street parking for 10 vehicles.

The provision of affordable housing will
be of direct benefit to people already
suffering rental stress, people with
disabilities in need of disability-designed
accommodation, aged pensioners
being displaced by rising rent and
mortgage costs, people on low to
moderate incomes and others at risk of
homelessness.

The rental mix is expected to include
people already experiencing rental
stress and others in need of affordable,
social and disability housing. These
groups include:

• On-site, live-in manager’s apartment

• C
 ommercial / retail space at
street level.

How will this development be
of benefit to the community?

How much tenant churn
will there be?
The project is designed to provide
stable, long-term housing and no shortterm stays will be permitted.

• Develop new skills
• E
 nter employment and build more
meaningful, independent lives.

When will the building be
completed?
The construction phase is now
completed and the leasing program
is underway.

traffic. All requirements of the RMS have
been complied with.
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Will Pacific Link Housing and
Evolve Housing continue to
manage the site after the
development is completed?
It is a condition of the NSW Government
contract that the joint venture partners
manage all aspects of the site,
tenancies, and provision of support
services into the future.

Will there be an onsite manager?
How many parking spaces will
the site have?
Ten off-street parking spaces. As the
property is conveniently located close to
public transport links and local services,
the majority of tenants will be well
served locally while having additional
access to public transport.

How will local traffic
be affected?
Most of the movement to and from the
complex will be pedestrian. The Roads
and Maritime Services Department has
assessed the development and stated
it will have no significant impact on local

The management of the project by
Evolve Housing and Pacific Link
Housing will include a permanent, live-in
manager on site. Tenants will have the
full support and additional assistance
of both participating housing providers
through their service and support
networks.

Is this free accommodation, or will
tenants be required to pay rent?
This is affordable housing, not free
housing. All tenants in assisted housing
are required to pay rent. At the lowest
level, those on benefits are required
to pay rent that includes all of their
housing allowance plus 25 per cent of
any other benefit they receive. Those

PACIFIC LINK
HOUSING HAS MORE
THAN $20 MILLION
COMMITTED TO NEW
HOUSING SUPPLY
AND REFURBISHMENT
PROJECTS IN 2017

in employment pay more according to
a NSW Government schedule, while
those with adequate earnings are
required to pay full commercial rents.
Affordable housing rentals are set at
75% of private rentals.

Why is this project so important?
The project has received the positive
support of all levels of government and
is recognised as a leadership model
for the future provision of affordable
housing by community housing
providers working to address the needs
of those in rental stress.
It brings the provision of affordable
housing into line with existing trends
in commercial unit supply, responding
to demographic changes including a
rapid growth in the number of singleperson households.
The project gives new hope to people
and communities by redefining the
provision of affordable, appropriate and
well managed community housing for
the future.
It also illustrates the essential role
played by regional not-for-profit housing
providers like Pacific Link Housing and
Evolve Housing through the provision
of professional, long-term support for
future community housing projects.

These include:
• P
 hase Two of the Dunbar Way Estate refurbishment
via Social Housing Community Grants to allow for new
Community Gardens, a new Multi-Use Sports Court, a Peak
Fitness Outdoor Gym and upgrading of the Community Hub.
• A
 new development project to add 20 new units for
affordable and social housing at Glendale, in the Hunter.
Joint ventures with Sydney-based Evolve Housing:
• T
 he Woy Woy Studio Apartment project now
nearing completion.
• P
 lanning for a further 26 studio apartments at Roselands
in Sydney – for which Development Approval has
been granted.
• A
 third studio apartment project being planned for Canton
Beach on the Central Coast.

